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THE OIJEEN OF THE YEAR.f 
By the late Dk. J. E. Taylor, t.l.s., f.g.s. 


The “leafy month of June ” is upon us — the high-water mark 
of our English summer has reached us. The rich greenery 
of our lanes and woods is at its freshest and best. What 
hosts of small birds hide within the green thickets of our 
copses and hedges! What myriads of bright bird-eyes 

watch us thence ! To us they are as invisible as spirits to 

them we are gross and corporeal. What a contrast to our 
English winter is our rich English summer ! Then the trees 
were leafless— they were the “ bare ruined choirs where once 
the sweet birds sang." Now they are clothed upon with 
green mantles. Every leaf is mathematically adjusted on 
every branch, so that it can get its maximum amount of 
exposure to light and air— every varying leaf owes its 
different shape to the long-sustained ancestral efforts of each 
species of plant to get as much sunlight as possible. 

The “ voices of the woods,” how rich and solemn they are. 

everv re c l” IU5, H "!! ° rat ° ri °’ n0t an °P era ! although in 
Td tra?el a m “ d °"’' and aI °ng every green lane, dramas 
and sivfne in ^ g enaC,ed ' L °ve-rnaking, marrying 
heroic defence,' TattT’aiuT ^ SUdde " death ’ aUack a " d 

going on all round but of ih» ge ~ aU these thlngs are 

Tarwin’s grandfather em many P eo P le know nothing, 

but nobod g y “ r A ZL°r h :. “ W of “>« 
insects All that we as dlscusse( i the loves of the 

nature, that we crystaff^ 6 ™ 61106 wbb * n lbe area of human 
*• common inh eri tan a " d imitate in novels, 
plants included! ]/ or ntfe a h living things — perhaps 
be a reflection of its l10t lbe lola ^ °f our vvorl< ^ 
divisible? ' ealor ai) d Evolver, One, although 

Jn June the “ sweet birds ” are si- . . 


n i ^ ovveet birds ” - 

ihe cuckoo, however h ^ Sln & in g in every green tree. 
"" Spoilt disttch un’gtU'ldSf f familiar^ imte, lor, as 
, ln ^ay he bil ,„ ^. bUt forcll % P^tS It— 


ln May he b i, t}f a n"l ““ 
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d A ome 0 s U tic S ca m r" er ol' 


Tiuniebuc cares On*. ^ - 

robin, wren, sparrow, bc '—lhosTlh^h thrUS . hes ’ bla ckbird" 
the year round) are perhans hat r i emain with us all 

They have taken advantage of th. g • brood - 

of the soil by bringing th * ?° Slt,0n as lnha bitants 
migrants arrived In tbif fim br °° d before the 
rewarded. thlS manner their Patriotism was 

coupl^^re^ singfng ^ ^rden^ not’ “ d ^ 1 wHte ’ a 

tT*t ,r£r xr ortZ * “ g ££ S;„;: 

ntr te r r 

Tn f p }£ S ° n / Wl11 cease almost altogether at the end of 
June ; although many people will imagine after that they are 
istenmg to the voice of the nightingale at night, wher/they 

warbler reaUty hean " g the Very P rett T son S of the sedge- 

So we leave the birds at their music, although we think of 
t e myriads of young fledglings now receiving their music 
essons. Ihe lanes are animate with bird motion, for the 
feathered tribes are flitting in and out and multiplying 
themselves thus, like the sham army at a theatre. The fact 
is the aforesaid fledglings require about fifty meals a day. 
The parent birds have too little time for singing and almost 
as little for foraging. One cannot wonder at the solemn 
silence which falls upon the bird world at night. The birds 
are then resting from their labours. But, be sure the 
ravenous fledglings will wake them early; and then, woe to 
the “ early worm (or rather, and more correctly, the late 
worm, which ought to have been in bed underground an hour 
before, and now pays the penalty of bad habits) ! 

But what shall I do with the flowers ? Their name is 
legion. I want to stop in our country walks, and dwell on 
every opening flower — on its old-fashioned English name — 
and the rich folk-lore of the people which christened it, and 
clusters about it — on its shape, perfume, and colour — on its 
possible ancestry and descent, the geological vicissitudes of 
its family, its geographical relations in other lands and 
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, i^es But who is equal to these things > 
under other single weed or wayside flower of 

I fnd m "ch more inquiry could not be started. 

' How a often we allow the children to amuse themselves and 
“d useless hours in solving the useless and silly con„„. 
drums which appear in some magazines and papers, when 
Nature gives us a conundrum in the shape of every leaf and 
the colour of every flower. Science is the only name for the 
study which endeavours to solve Nature’s conundrums. 

As I ramble along the lanes, and stroll through the woods, 
every morning some old floral friend appears. I have not 
seen it for a year ; I am older by a year’s life, if not wiser by 
a year’s extra experience. To see a flower again after twelve 
months’ absence— nay, even to look out for it if haply I may 
find it— is a real pleasure, and, at any rate, gives zest to, and 
even sanctifies, a country walk. 

The lovely meadows, thronged with tall grasses, all in 
flower, which move to and fro like the waves of the sea (and 
for the same reason), when the fickle wind blows upon them, 
is thronged with floral competitors of other natural orders, 
such as the rich red floral spikes of the sorrel [Rumex acetosci) j 
unpossessed of petals nevertheless, but having minute coloured 
oral bracts which do duty for them, as they serve the large 
an more attractive Poinsettia and Bougainvillea. These 
^ numerous enough to give a red tinge to the 
culm < nrr > \ US ^ ^ ^ numerou s upright buttercups ( Ranun - 
stemmed** * ^ ePow * otber species than this upright- 

of meadow-grasses C °r P h® With the u P ward bent growths 
white for tW vi ^ ed and yellow are seasoned with 
" Ma^ m!l 0 f / ? ritish flow-, the ox-eye daisy, or 
abundant. The r ^ n ^ ern um leucanihemum ) is out and 
this stately plant^th ^ COme to recognise the beauty of 
bracts, and the co & . e ^ u * s * te outlines of its leaves and 
nevertheless, but a P0 . S1 ^ on Its noble head — not a flower, 
"Marguerite” i s nQ C0 on y °f small flowers or florets. Ph e 
insect. The latter : m ° re a ^° wer than the bee-hive is an 
f °rmer a settlement of a . Colon y> a tribe of small flies; the 

them an * Z” U l e fl° wers - 

Wchling and ’ eir bases, the lovely yellow meadow 
Slowing thickiy. ln g lr yellow bird's foot trefoil are 
emetinies f oun( j and and northern meadows will be 

a nndance of the meadow geranium 
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to their aspect. 


English species of geraniums^ P 6 m ° St attractlve of our 
corn— almost the only British flo ° PPleS "u reddenin £ the 
into the colouration ^f flowers ^the *f W ^j C ^ e nters 
bells,” on which they rmTuT/ ^ l gl ° Ve& (“ fairies> 
rich old hedgerows and ard chimes) are growing by 

limestone soils for this D W W& ^ bUt n0t ° n chalk or 
substances calcareous Thi a * ng,d teetotaler to ad 
is sure to be found in i^i? i meadow - sweet {Spirea ulmaria) 

meadows through which dykl".c^ ST £*? ,he 

r 1 1 haw , tho , rn ° r * ta °- d . s&z 

IS due to the volatile prussic acid secreted by the flower 
Like nearly all the flowers which give forth this well-known 
odour (except the Acacias), it belongs to the natural order 
r osacece Hard by is abundance of the meadow-rue ( Thalictrum 
flavum), a member of the buttercup family, in which the 
showy, tasselly light stamens render it unnecessary for the 
flowers to form petals. The knotted fig-wort ( Scrophularia 
nodosa) grows in damp places, and can be easily recognised 
by the resemblance of its reddish-yellow flower to its tropical 
cousins the calceolarias, as well as by the rank smell of its 
stems and leaves. The spotted orchis ( Orchis maculata ) 
abounds in not too shady woods, as well as in meadows. 
Note its black blotched leaves, and experiment upon the 
newly-opened pink flowers by thrusting inside one a sharpened 
blacklead pencil. When you withdraw the latter there are 
clinging to it two self- fastened, club-shaped pollen masses, 
just as would have attached themselves to a bee’s head or a 
butterfly’s proboscis if either of the latter had visited the 
blossoms. Nearly all the orchids, tropical as well as 
temperate, are distinguished by a similar mechanical con- 
trivance. On limestone or chalky soils and in railway 
cuttings you are bound to find an abundance of the pretty 
bee orchis, which derives its name from the almost ludicrous 
resemblance to a humble bee when the flower is fully ex- 
panded. In marshy places you will probably find the green 
man orchis, and almost certainly the tway-blade {Listera 
ovata ), both possessed of green flowers. This is the month 
of months for orchid-hunting, and a rare delight it is. The 
pyramidal orchis is everywhere in the fields and on grassy 
banks, whilst on chalky heaths you will come across the 
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sweet-smelling fragrant orchis (Gymnadema conofsea). Ih 
lovely blue labiate flowers of the dark-stemmi sel{ 
throng the fields and dense grass. The showy yelJ ow 
wort (Senecio jacobta) abounds in the poorest pastures • ,1' 
St. John's worts along damp hedge-banks (hold the l e ’ av 
of these plants up to the light, and notice the numerous dot 68 
all of them oil-glands, and then you will understand how th' 
delicate aroma of tea leaves originates, for the tea n] 6 
belongs to the same order.) In the common S pe 
{Hypericum perforatum ) the leaves are thronged with ^ 
dots, hence the specific name. Ca 

The hedges and hedge-rows are veritable “ botani 
gardens” in June. Here are allowed to linger the wilH 
plants which cultivation has crushed out of existence in the 
arable lands, and partly so in the meadows. Ur> and ,l„ 

•he green lanes you see the butterflies and other tse^ 
aenally perambulating and visiting the opened wild flowers 

e hedges are blossomed with wild roses and nerh 
m places, with the sweet briar A ’ 7 Perhaps, 

flowers to be compared with th* ' a ln the whole world 
from Persia to England ^ fV , mr Around no other flowers, 
Poetical and historical ’aJ a " y ab ° Ut which so man y 

traveller’s joy (am^riW/ /? Clatl0nS haVe clust ered. The 

upholsters the hawthorn h f ’ & shrubb y climbing buttercup, 
with their graceful leave 6 ’ tbe bramb ^ es festoon them 

^ in the heTJZ l bUt f ^ adous blossoms - 

and unobtrusive flower ^°f n ° W bnd tbe P ecubar green 
dreaming 0 f the Wlv Z, the Spindle tr ee (perhaps never 
Produce in October') Tv^ 0 !. 8011 and scaf let fruits they will 
s P h ere f rom the * e °neysuckles perfume the atmo- 
evenm^ ^ flow an tage ground, especially in the 

brvo ni ^ bt '%ing insects ^ t emselves out to be visited by 
Z ny \ Ta «us ccrnmnnis] f H ' he moths - The common black 

belonein ° f their 0r ders y i n P orders > both the onl T 

cli mb : \ t0 , tro Pi c al o rou ° Ur ^ n £ bsb flora, and both 

>' a ms, and t a h itS ; The form* adoptin g the same hedge- 
here? Th ^ atter to that e 0n 8* s to the family of the 
iri our Rre ^ are as ™uch out of ^ g0urds ' What do they 

E "glish vuia 'T 08 - as a family P of a p' amon S British pIantS ' 

Then t Vi « gG ' y °* Chinese would be in an 

POSSibly bem . 

et with the snowball blossoms 
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The 1 " is a rito q “ ite Certain, y the dogwood in flower 

its clusters of artteen T? 8 "" ***» in pl ~« with 
flowers, so like those of the n ?T t"** maUVe and yellow 
i‘ belongs to the same orde" T°hl ' ’"T*" “ 
[Galmm mollugo ) grows un a ’ • , great hed & e bed straw 

yellow-flowered spectas TcX theh ™' h °™; so does the 
showy snapdragon sin. i s W ~ J erum ) ; and the bright 
yellow ii„L a TZ *Z» a li S h ‘-y el, ow spikes of the 

Almost everywhere in^lT “ f ggS ° f rtM ren. 

the dense blue II ! p,aces >' ou are bound to find 

pretS:^^r^r of the tufted ve,ch - ona af - 

Then, along the hedge banks, and by the green wavside 
what hosts of welcome old floral friends greet us ' Y The 

on tht d WhUe ’ Star - like blossoms of the lesser stitchwort ; 
on the drier and sunnier banks the wild thyme (notice, with 

a pocket lens, the scent-glands on the sepals of the calyx ■ 
theyresembie precious stones set in a ring); the yarrow or 
milleioil, common mallow (on the under-surface of whose 
eaves is sure to be found a botanical parasite), the yellow 
creeping cinque-foil, hedge wound-wort (the “Striking 
Roger” of the Northern counties), bineweeds {convolvulus), 
nipple-wort, yellow agrimony, hedge parsley, great mullein, 
wood betony, enchanter’s night-shade, and many a rare 
species besides. 

In June, the ponds and dykes, which have an aquatic flora 
of their own, are crowded with flowering plants. In the 
water, and margining it, may be found the arrow head, so 
called from the shape of its upper leaves. Observe the 
difference between these and the submerged leaves. Indeed, 
all kinds of aquatic plants are remarkable for having their 
submerged leaves linear or thread-like, this being probably 
due to the fact that water contains a less supply of carbonic 
acid than the atmosphere, so the leaves dwarf and shrivel. 
The white flowers of the water crowfoot make the quiet 
surfaces of pools and tarns look as if they were strewn with 
snow-flakes, so numerous are they. This common plant has 
also two sets of leaves, floating and submerged. The yellow 
flag {Iris) — emblem of the “ golden lilies ” of France — abounds 
along the margins of the marshes, keeping company with the 
drop-wort, marsh thistle, and the magnificent leaved water 
dock (. Rutnex hydrolapathum). The sedges alone are worth a 
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study Vou distinguish them from grasses by them triang u , ar 
July, however, is the principal month for aquatic and 
marsh plants, as the physical conditions under which they 
grow require a longer period of warmth than the soil. 

The butterflies are now out in their thousands by day, and 
the moths in their tens of thousands by night. On chalky 
soils the chalkhill blue butterfly is flitting about like a frag- 
ment of the blue sky. The small pearl-bordered fritillary 
butterfly is in the woods, hard by where the violets grow ; 
the brown argus on dry banks and hill slopes where the 
storks-bill is abundant ; the small blue is also dancing on the 
sunny slopes, where kidney vetches are common ; meadow- 
brown butterflies are thronging the lush fields ; the wood- 
white butterflies are fairly abundant in copses. These are 
June’s addition to our butterfly fauna. 

The moths have grown so numerous that to mention only 
the common kinds which fly into our lamp-lit rooms, or which 
can be studied “at sugar,” would seem like an inventory 
“Sugaring” is a delightful way of seeing and studying 
mot s. You get a thick mixture of brown sugar and water 
and flavour it with a little bay rum ; rubbing the syrup on 

touT T T™ 6 0f trees - After completing the task, 

revelfers are 3 a S ' eye dark lantern > end there the aerial 
nerves of q * r ° Unc * t ^ le ^ east to which their sensitive 

boTnd tofind 6 them * In this you are 

Buff-tip (lookino” 6 ° r otherof the following striking moths:— 
when lying aslee^"^ llke a broken bit of dried twig 
common wave • wood* t‘ * day ‘ tlme ) ; g reen carpet moth ; 

Puss moth ; green forested ! khten ; grey dagg6r; 

8 old ; eyed hawk moth • Ji argent and sable ; crimson and 
privet hawk moth - n i y< T l0W she11 ; small elephant; tiger; 
hawk. Ghost moths ^ '> wood carpet ; currant 
having a distinct coloifu aundn £ the meadows (each sex 
bracken fern abounds ^ tb 6 g ° ld swift is where the 

as h trees ; the lobster m tvf Coronet moth flutters about the 
f the increasing- nn l, near the beeches and oaks. 

’nsects, space will not ^1 )er beetles and other orders ot 
sharing in the fl me to do more than say they 

h omologi^j N . mrod g June tide of life; and that every 


rod out n 

; and learn h WlU find 

and ea j. „ "aps of things without being 


,le Can curry now wil 

required to “ kin anrT.f. a &rn kea P 


more “ sport than 


or gentleman^ °The 'terms readars f the Rev “ w , either lady 

Davidson, Secretary, BeTsborougrGaLm^Zn.t.W: 

M,ss Stewart Wood’s “At Home ,” on Friday, May , th. 

Mr David Murray, A.R.A., criticised the work of our 
members at length, singling out one or two of the con- 
tributors, although of the greater number he observed that 
the sketches were not carried far enough to be worthy of 
much criticism. He praised the sense of colour in most of 
the contributions, but was emphatic as to the necessity ot 
of drawing in the subject perfectly, so that the drawing 
might assert itself in spite of indifferent painting. Mr. Philip 
Cust, Miss Tudor Pole and Miss Douglas’ work was especially 
praised. 

May to November, 1902. 

Subjects for June. 

I. — Flowers of the Field . This may be an open study, with 
the flowers treated simply in masses, taking care to paint 
a few in the foreground, so as to show that you understand 
what the form really is. 

II. — Study of a Tree Stem. Do not attempt the whole stem. 
Draw about a foot of a birch, oak or beech tree. Go close 
up to it ; find out exactly of what it is composed, and then 
imitate every bit as nearly as you can. Go away from your 
painting, and see if it looks like the tree at a distance ; then 
place the two side by side, and compare them : you will soon 
see your own faults. 

OUR WORK. 

The House of Education is closed from August 1st to September 15th. 
Letters relating to the House of Education, Parents' Review School, 
Mothers’ Educational Course, Governesses, etc., cannot be receive or 

311 swcrcd between these dates. , . 

Parents' Review -We have from time to time been requested to reprint 
occasionally some of the very valuable papers which are urie in le 
^dy numbers of the Parents' Review. We propose to .do .so now and 
then, and such articles will be marked by a dagger a 


